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(With  Apologies  to  Denis  Loring) 

Tuesday,  Aug.  20:  Yuk ! Up  at  4:00  to  catch  the  big  bird.  Hate  traveling  to  the 
East...  lose  the  whole  day.  At  least  I should  get  there  in  time  for  the  EAC 
meeting.  Good  flight...  terrible  meal.  Land  on  time  and  proceed  to  baggage  area 
on  the  run...  EAC  starts  at  7:00  and  it's  now  5:30...  hope  the  airport’s  not  50 
miles  from  town.  Where’s  my  bag?  "Sir,  has  everything  been  unloaded  from  flight 
#30?"  Affirmative.  Plane’s  headed  for  Frankfurt,  West  Germany.  Egads ! Thank 
God  I carried  shirts,  slacks  and  coats  in  garment  bag.  Spend  thirty  minutes  at 
baggage  service  filling  out  forms.  Grab  taxi.,  check  in  at  Howard  House  (Yuk!, 
again)...  mad  dash  five  blocks  to  Convention  Center.  6:55...  make  EAC.  Hi, 
guys.  "Walkers,  Commems , Dollars  & Gold,"  saith  Denis.  Some  nice  large  cent 
sales  coming  up.  Is  that  really  Reuben  Harmon?  Sure  looks  like  him.  Locate 
Kolbe,  Bergman,  Collins  and  Breen...  let’s  have  dinner.  My  choice  is  too  ex- 
travagant for  Jack  and  Walter...  see  you  later.  Lot's  of  book  talk  and  gossip 
over  excellent  shrimp.  Back  to  Howard  House  (still  Yuk!)...  roomie  Ken  Barr 
appears...  talk  ’till  3:00.  Good  night. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  21:  Yuk!  Up  at  6:30  to  find  drug  store...  need  shaving  cream, 
razor,  tooth  paste,  brush,  deodorant,  shampoo  and  hair(?)  spray.  No  time  for 
such  frills  as  food...  off  to  Convention  Center  for  NLG  symposium  on  coin  photo- 
graphy... excellent  presentation  by  Carlson,  Collins,  Mulvaney  and  DeWolfe... 
gotta’  know  this  stuff  - San  Jose  auction  catalogue  coming  up.  Noon.  Head  for 
Kolbe ’s  bourse  table.,  sure  to  find  the  book  nuts  there.  Run  into  Mark  Auer- 
bach... let’s  have  lunch  at  City  Lights...  great  hamburger!  1891  Club  meeting 
at  3:00...  disappointing  membership  drive  so  far  - less  than  300  collectors.  A 
shame...  make  note  to  encourage  customers  to  join.  4:00  ANA  membership  recep- 
tion - boring  - leave  early.  Back  to  bourse  where  I meet  the  Bergman’s  and  Kay 
Champa  and  daughters...  Armand  can’t  make  it  up  from  louisville.  Get  a group  of 
twelve  together  for  dinner  at  Water  Street  Exchange...  food  good,  service  slow... 
have  to  excuse  myself  and  run  back  to  Convention  Center  to  conduct  NBS  meeting. 
Denis  Loring  and  Barry  Tayman  give  excellent  talks  on  copper  literature.  Nearly 
sixty  collectors  in  attendance.  Pass  gavel  to  President-elect  Kolbe...  sigh  of 
relief.  Buy  Carothers  from  D.L.  and  proceed  to  leave  it  at  the  podium  after 
meeting.  Late  night  sojourn  to  Burke’s  Restaurant  for  zuccini  and  fried  onion 
rings...  marvelous!  Talk  books  with  Tayman,  Glushakow,  Fitzgerald,  Bergman, 

Barr  et  al  as  we  drink  some  fine  beer  and  wine.  Reluctantly  return  to  Howard 
House  (Yukker  yet).  Talk  with  Ken  ’till  3:00.  Good  night. 

Thursday,  Aug.  22:  Up  at  8:00  - feels  good  to  sleep  in.  Wander  over  to  Burger 
King  for  c’of fee  with  Carling  Gresham  and  Frank  Sedwick.  Express  my  disapproval 
of  C.G.’s  editorial  in  "Asylum,"  but  remain  friends.  On  to  bourse  and  look  for 
books  at  coin  dealer  tables...  nothing.  Discover  that  Del  Bland  has  sold  two 
nice  New  Jersey  coppers  to  Craig  Whitford...  chew  Del  out.  "I’ve  more,"  he  says. 
Mention  to  him  that  I bought  a nice  Maris  28-L  from  Bergman  and  move  on.  Host 
ANA  authors’  table  and  enjoy  interesting  dialogue  with  Byron  Johnson  - nice  man! 
Grab  Kolbe,  Fitzgerald  and  Kenneth  and  head  for  Water  Street  Exchange  for  dinner 
and  wine...  food  good,  service  slow.  Back  to  Convention  Center  for  NLG  Bash... 
Breen  plays  "Carnac"  (Dec.  7,  1941  - and  the  question  is:  "When  was  the  last  time 
John  Jay  Pittman  picked  up  a dinner  tab?").  Reiter  sings  ballad  of  "Davey  Dock- 
ett"...  great  and  well  deserved.  Time  for  awards.  Book  of  the  year  and  Clemmy 
go  to  Breen...  former  the  only  possible  selection;  latter  long  overdue.  What’s 
this?  Best  Commercial  Publication  to  Cal  Wilson’s  "The  Repository’’...  Not  de- 
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served,  but  humbly  accepted  with  gratitude.  Collins  recognized  for  photography 
in  half  cent  book...  all  right!  David  Lange,  Barr  and  Kolbe  join  me  at  Holiday 
Inn  for  celebration.  Kicked  out  at  two.  Back  to  Howard  House  (does  not  appear 
quite  so  yukky  - must  be  the  wine).  Talk  with  Ken  'till  3:30.  Good  night. 

Friday,  Aug.  23:  Oversleep  until  8:30  and  miss  club  representatives'  breakfast. 
What's  new?  missed  it  last  year,  too.  Phone  rings...  prodigal  luggage  has  re- 
turned from  West  Germany  (have  a nice  trip?).  Breakfast  at  MacDonalds  and  off 
to  Convention  Center.  Spend  most  of  the  day  getting  better  at  Kolbe 's  table. 
Have  nice  chat  with  Frank  Katen...  time  to  do  a biography,  Frank..  "It's  coming. 
Attend  Numismatic  Theatre  where  Joe  and  May  Clark  and  Ken  Barr  offer  interesting 
round  table  on  Club  Management  & Operations...  some  good  ideas,  but  not  nearly 
enough  time  allotted  (make  note  to  see  if  half  or  full-day  round  table  can  be 
arranged  in  Milwaukee).  Find  Barry  Tayman  on  bourse  floor  and  depart  for  his 
lovely  home  in  Columbia...  pick  up  his  family  and  enjoy  pleasant  dinner.  Back 
to  Barry's  to  look  at  books...  not  enough  time,  but  what  a library!  Good  Lord, 
is  this  really  a presentation  Chubbuck?  Listen  to  some  great  Cisco  Houston 
songs  and  have  Barry  return  me  to  Howard  House  (YUK!)  at  midnight.  Ken's  not 
in  yet,  so  downstairs  for  nightcap  at  bar...  scary.  Ken  arrives  at  one  and  we 
talk  'till  3:00.  Good  night. 

Saturday,  Aug.  24:  Up  at  8:00  and  head  for  MacDonalds.  Over  to  Convention 
Center  for  Board  meeting.  Should  be  fun.  Hear  rumor  that  complaint  has  been 
filed  against  governor-elect  Criswell  seeking  his  expulsion  from  ANA  ^hfnmmrn ) . . . 
Sit  next  to  Cathy  Bullowa  and  Kay  Lenker . . . former  tells  me  that  move  is  on  to 
postpone  action  on  bourse  table  sharing...  could  be  a lynching,  folks.  First 
half  of  meeting  is  duullll...  Roanoke  and  Norfolk  presentations  for  future  mid- 
winter convention,  resolutions  report,  etc...  Motion  made  to  purchase  $300,000 
photgraphy  system  for  ANACS...  who  needs  it?  I'll  furnish  a Polaroid.  Board 
decides  to  waste  the  money  anyway.  Seven  point  Bourse  Committee  report  is  dis- 
tributed to  Governors...  "mock  shock"  from  a couple...  if  Hallenbeck  honestly 
states  that  this  is  first  time  he  has  heard  of  proposals,  I feel  he  is  too  ig- 
norant to  be  serving  our  number...  perhaps  he  can't  afford  a subscription  to 
"Coin  World."  Pittman  (he  of  the  coat  hanger  smile)  moves  to  table  action  on 
the  proposals  and  enrages  audience  (a  poultry  truck  must  have  overturned  nearby 
on  a freshly  paved  street-  I never  mistake  the  smell  of  hot  oil  and  freshly 
plucked  chickens).  What's  Pittman  up  to...  today's  his  last  day  on  the  Board? 
Much  angry  discussion  from  the  floor...  Kay  Lenker  makes  Hallenbeck  look  fool- 
ish (bravo,  again)...  to  think,  I supported  this  man  - maybe  I'd  better  steer 
clear  of  politics...  Boosel  makes  conciliatory  motion  to  accept  first  of  the 
seven  proposals  (table  sharing)  in  a watered-down  version...  somewhat  devious, 
but  does  the  trick  as  dealers  stampede  from  the  room  to  attend  to  their  bourse 
tables  before  they  are  found  in  violation  of  rules...  motion  carries  with  Med- 
lar and  Pittman  dissenting.  Rest  of  meeting  goes  quietly.  Down  to  bourse  for 
a f ew  hours.  Meet  Bill  Fivaz  and  his  lovely  wife...  offer  congratulations  and 
exchange  pleasantries.  Grab  one  of  those  horrid  convention  center  sandwiches 
and  nearly  keel  over...  I'm  a slow  learner.  Meet  Art  Crawmer  for  the  first 
time,  and  enjoy  an  hour  of  engrossing  conversation...  another  really  nice  man. 
Kolbe  invites  me  to  dinner  and  I spend  the  next  hour  trying  to  sell  my  ticket 
to  the  ANA  banquet  - George  and  friends  are  more  fun.  Bourse  closes.  George, 
Jack  Collins,  Jeff  Rock  and  Hillel  Kaslove  join  me  for  a fifteen  block  trek  to 
Little  Italy...  looks  like  rain.  Find  a fantastic  Italian  restaurant  and  en- 
joy a couple  of  hours  of  interesting  and  enlightening  conversation.  (}et  back 
to  the  Howard  House  (not  quite  so  yukky  - at  least  it's  out  of  the  rain)  before 
9:00  and  settle  in  for  the  Dolphin-Raider  game...  the  good  guys  in  black  lose. 
Ken  comes  in  around  11:00  and  we  share  a huge  bottle  of  wine  and  talk  'till 
3:00.  Good  night. 

Sunday,  Aug.  25:  Up  at  4:30  (Lord,  I'm  sleepy)  to  catch  the  7:00  flight.  Lay- 
over in  Newark  and  reboard.  Stewardess  announces  plane  is  overbooked...  says 
that  those  who  will  give  up  seats  will  be  flown  out  at  5:00  p.m.,  and  will  be 
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given  two  round  trip  tickets  to  Hawaii...  should  I?  Shouldn’t  I?  Should  I? 
It  sure  would  be  nice  to  get  home.  Should  I?  Shouldn’t  I?  I hesitate...  I 
lose.  Oh,  well...  enjoy  the  flight.  Good  meal.  Arrive  Oakland  at  1:30. 

Make  the  mistake  of  telling  Lynne  about  lost  adventure  to  Hawaii...  she’s  not 
speaking  to  me.  Good  night. 


In  response  to  the  listing  of  Stack’s  catalogues  appearing  in  the  past  two  num- 
bers of  The  Repository,  I recently  received  the  following  letter  and  list  from 
Remy  Bourne,  noted  Minneapolis  bibliophile. 

Dear  Cal , 

As  usual,  thank  you  for  the  excellent  articles  in  your  ’’Repository”  Vol . Ill, 

Nos.  4 & 5. 

Thank  you  also  for  the  listings  of  both  the  Stack’s  and  Coin  Galleries  sales. 
Attached  is  a listing  of  Stack’s  fixed  price  lists  along  with  number  of  pages 
and  featured  items  for  each  list  that  fellow  bibliophiles  may  find  of  interest 
to  complete  their  Stack’s  collecting  interests.  I would  appreciate  learning  of 
those  missing  fixed  price  lists  and  additional  ones  that  are  not  listed  in  future 
editions  of  your  newsletter . 

I have  secured  duplicate  Stack’s  fixed  price  lists  in  fine  or  better  condition 
which  I can  trade  for  numbers  I am  missing.  Anyone  interested  in  trading  please 
contact  Cal  Wilson. 


1 1 o 
• 

MONTH 

YEAR 

1939 

19^0 

PAGES 

88 

167 

REMARKS 

3 

May 

1940 

16 

Ancient  and  Modern  Coins . 

Aug. 

1940 

20 

Ancient  and  Modern  Coins;  Also  Paper 

Money . 

5 

Sept . 

1940 

12 

U.  S.  Silver,  Nickel  and  Copper  Coins 

• 

6 

Oct . / Nov  . 

1940 

24 

Ancient  and  Modern  U.  S.  Coins. 

7 

Dec . 

1940 

20 

Ancient  and  Modern  U.  S.  Coins. 

8 

Feb . 

1941 

24 

Ancient  and  Modern  U.  S.  Coins. 

9 

Mar . 

1941 

8 

U.  S.  Coins. 

10 

Apr . 

1941 

15 

Ancient  and  Modern  U.  S.  Coins. 

1 1 

July /Aug . 

1941 

20 

Ancient  and  Modern  U.  S.  Coins. 

12 

Jan . 

1942 

16 

Coins  of  the  Entire  World. 

— 

(?) 

(??) 

(?) 

(?).  Possibly  not  printed. 

1^ 

Jan . 

1942 

24 

U.  S.  Coins. 

15 

Feb . 

1942 

12 

Coins  of  the  Entire  World. 

16 

Feb . 

1942 

14 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Paper  Currency. 

17 

Apr . 

1942 

20 

Coins  of  the  Entire  World. 

18 

Mar . /Apr . 

1942 

16 

U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins  and  Medals. 

19 

May 

1942 

16 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Paper  Currency. 

20 

June 

1942A 

16 

U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins  and  Medals. 

("A"  list). 

21 

June 

1942B 

16 

U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins  and  Medals. 

("B"  list). 

— 

(?) 

(??) 

(?) 

(?).  Possibly  not  printed. 

23 

July 

1942A 

20 

U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins  and  Medals. 

("A"  list). 

2^ 

1942 

24 

Coins  of  the  Entire  World. 

25 

July 

1942B 

32 

U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins  and  Medals. 

("B"  list). 

26 

Sept . /Oct . 

1942 

32 

U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins  and  Medals. 

27 

Nov . / Dec . 

1942 

40 

U.  S.  Half  Dollars  and  Store  Cards. 

28 

Jan  . 

1943 

40 

Gold,  Silver  & Copper  Coins  of  the  World. 

29 

Feb. 

1943 

30 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Paper  Money. 

30 

May 

1943 

20 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Paper  Money. 

31 

Aug. 

1943 

24 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Foreign  Gold  Coins. 
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NO. 

MONTH 

YEAR 

PAGES 

REMARKS 

32 

Nov  . 

19*13 

48 

Ancient  Greek  and  Foreign  Coins. 

33 

Jan . 

1944 

24 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Paper  Money. 

3^ 

Fall /Wint . 

1944 

70 

U.S.  Gold,  Silver,  Copper  Coins  & Foreign  Gold. 

35 

1945-46 

272 

Coins,  Medals  & Paper  Money  of  the  World. 

36 

Fall /Wint . 

1946 

22 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Paper  Money. 

37 

Jan . 

1947 

32 

Gold  Coins. 

38 

Summer 

1947 

40 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Paper  Money. 

— 

(?) 

(??) 

(?) 

(?). 

uo 

Spring 

1948 

40 

Gold  Coins  of  the  World. 

41 

Summer 

1948 

24 

U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins. 

42 

Sept . 

1948 

24 

U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins. 

^3 

Fall 

1948 

16 

U.  S. , Ancient  & Foreign  Coins;  Continental  Curr . 

44 

Spring 

1999 

24 

U.  S.  , Ancient  & Foreign  Coins;  Fractional  Curr- 
ency. Includes  4 pp.  "Brokerage"  Dept,  listing. 

45 

Fall 

1999 

8 

Inventory  Sale  of  Coins,  Medals  & Paper  Money; 
Includes  3 PP  • "Brokerage"  Dept,  listing. 

46 

Oct . 

1999 

16 

Coins,  Medals  & Paper  Money. 

47 

1950 

24 

48 

Spring 

1950 

24 

49 

Fall 

1950 

32 

50 

(??) 

24 

51 

1952 

56 

U.  S.  , Ancient  & Foreign  Coins. 

— 

Dec. (?) 

1953(7) 

6 

No  date;  perhaps  a supplement  to  y/54  below. 

53 

(7?) 

16 

• 

54 

(77) 

54 

Gold  Coins  of  the  World. 

— 

(?) 

(??) 

(?) 

56 

(7?) 

24 

U.  S.  Coins. 

57 

June 

1955 

80 

58 

Dec . 

1955 

30 

U.  S.  Gold,  Silver  & Copper  Coins. 

(?) 

(77) 

(?) 

— 

(?) 

(77) 

(?) 

61 

1957 

44 

62 

1958 

28 

63 

1959 

44 

64 

I960 

52 

— — 

(?) 

(??) 

(?) 

66 

1961 

36 

U.  S.  Coins. 

66 

(77) 

72 

Gold  Coins  of  the  World. 

66A 

Summer /Fall  1961 

8 

"A"  list. 

— — 

(?) 

(77) 

(?) 

67A 

1962 

16 

"A"  list. 

68 

1962 

16 

69 

1963 

24 

U.  S.  Half  Cents  (Brobston  Collection). 

70 

1963 

16 

U.  S.  Coins. 

71 

Fall 

1964 

24 

U.  S.  Coins. 

72 

1965 

48 

U.  S.  Coins  and  Paper  Money. 

73 

1967 

32 

Plus  1 page  supplement  of  sets  of  rare  coins. 

74 

Summer / Fal 1 

1968 

12 

75 

1969 

28 

U.  S.  Coins. 

-- 

(?) 

(77) 

52 

U.  S.  Gold,  Silver  & Copper  Coins.  4 color-blue 
cover  . No  date . 

-- 

(?) 

(??) 

40 

U.  S.  Gold,  Silver  & Copper  Coins.  4 color-brown 
cover . No  date  . 

(?) 

(??) 

4 

Banker’s  Guide  /^51  . Want  list  of  coins. 

— — 

(?) 

(??) 

4 

Brokerage  list. 

I thank  Ferny  for  the  listing,  and  again  invite  any  reader  to  submit  additional 
information  which  may  help  to  clarify  and/or  complete  the  above  entries. 
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During  the  month  of  October,  I will  be  relocating  my  business  from  its  present 
location  back  to  my  residence.  Long-time  customers  will  recall  that  I originally 
operated  from  my  home  from  1978  until  January  of  1981.  During  those  early  years 
I utilized  one  small  bedroom,  and  that  arrangement  worked  rather  satisfactorily 
until  my  inventory  outgrew  my  space  limitations.  For  the  past  four  years,  I have 
had  the  luxury  of  running  the  enterprise  from  my  Glenmoor  Shopping  Center  loca- 
tion; however,  circumstances  now  make  it  possible  for  me  to  utilize  two  rooms  in 
my  home,  and  I have  therefore  decided  to  forego  the  costly  expenses  of  rent  and 
liability  insurance  premiums,  and  return  to  my  residence.  I should  point  out  that 
I continue  to  carry  insurance  to  cover  the  loss  or  damage  of  consignors’  material. 
The  liability  policy  ($1,000,000.00)  that  I am  forced  to  carry  in  the  shopping 
center  can  be  greatly  reduced  by  operating  from  my  home,  and  this  is  the  insur- 
ance premium  that  will  be  eliminated.  It  in  no  way  impacts  upon  inventory  or 
consigned  items  - but  rather  affects  liability  for  injury  or  loss  of  real  proper- 
ty in  the  present  location. 

There  is  a certain  sense  of  pride  and  prestige  inherent  in  owning  one’s  own  bus- 
iness and  operating  from  a storefront.  However,  pride  and  prestige  do  not  clothe 
of  feed  one’s  family.  The  numismatic  literature  marketplace,  much  like  the  over- 
all coin  market,  has  been  rather  ’’bearish"  for  the  past  several  years.  This  fact, 
coupled  with  an  increasing  (and  alarming)  number  of  patrons  who  fail  to  pay  for 
material,  is  forcing  many  small  dealers  to  reassess  expenditures,  and  to  trim  ex- 
penses as  much  as  is  possible. 

Operating  from  my  home  will  in  no  way  reduce  the  service  that  my  customers  have 
come  to  expect.  Indeed,  the  convenience  of  a residence-business  will  actually 
allow  me  to  devote  even  more  time  to  serving  the  needs  of  collectors. 

I would  greatly  appreciate  it  if  any  correspondence  mailed  after  September  30 
could  be  addressed  to  me  at  374^5  Southwood  Dr.,  Fremont,  CA  9^536.  The  tele- 
phone number  will  remain  the  same:  (^15)  792-4133- 

One  of  the  pleasures  of  cataloguing  the  numerous  consignments  which  come  my  way 
is  that  I often  will  take  the  opportunity  to  peruse  many  of  the  interesting  old 
auction  sales  and  periodicals  as  I am  preparing  descriptions.  From  time  to  time, 

I discover  some  amusing  little  anecdotes,  and  I attempt  to  share  these  with  my 
readers  when  space  allows.  While  preparing  the  catalogue  for  my  12th  sale,  I ran 
across  the  following  commentary  which  appeared  as  the  preface  to  W.  E.  Woodward’s 
sale  of  June  27-28,  1882.  I caution  readers  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  statements 
were  made  over  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  belong  solely  to  W.E.W.,  and  not  to  the 
present  writer. 

"The  archaeological  objects  enumerated  in  the  following  catalogue,  are  nearly  all 
selected  specimens  from  the  collection  of  Prf.  J.  Grier  Ralston,  late  Principal 
and  Proprietor  of  the  Oakland  Female  Institute  at  Norristown,  Pennsylvania. 

"The  Museum  of  Dr.  Ralston  was  of  great  extent,  and  varied  in  its  character;  it 
comprised  not  alone  the  work  of  pre-historic  man  in  both  hemispheres,  but  was  also 
of  great  extent  and  richness  in  Minerals  and  Shells  and  Coins  and  Medals.  In  all 
departments  Dr . Ralston  sought  and  obtained  the  very  best  examples  that  could  be 
procured,  and  his  whole  collection  was  characterized  by  almost  an  entire  absence 
of  broken  or  in  any  way  defective  objects. 

"In  the  department  here  catalogued,  it  will  be  seen  that  almost  every  known  var- 
iety of  pre-historic  stone  implement  found  in  the  United  States  is  included,  and 
the  stone  and  flint  objects  found  in  the  North  of  Europe  are  equally  well  repre- 
sented; it  may  indeed  be  doubted  if  any  private  collection  in  the  country  is 
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equally  rich  in  this  specialty.  I have  seen  a number  of  collections,  and  have 
handled  several,  but  have  never  seen  or  handled  one  which,  for  perfection  of 
quality,  surpassed  the  one  under  consideration;  indeed,  amongst  the  many  thous- 
ands of  pieces  in  the  original  and  entire  collection,  scarcely  any  were  defective 
It  is  a subject  of  regret  that  I am  unable  so  to  describe  the  various  objects  of 
European  origin,  especially,  as  to  give  a fair  idea  of  their  condition  and  appear 
ance . 

"Collectors  who  have  seen  the  Jenison  Catalogue,  will  no  doubt  be  surprised  to 
find  a number  of  Mr.  Jenison's  pieces  indluded  in  this;  a brief  explanation  is 
perhaps  required.  On  the  eve  of  that  sale,  one  Talbot,  who  does  business  at 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  telegraphed  me  to  buy  from  the  Jenison  Collection  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars'  worth  of  the  finest  objects  in  the  sale.  I executed  his  or- 
der to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  found  the  amount  of  the  purchase  to  be  about 
$215.00.  The  goods  were  at  once  sent  to  the  purchaser,  with  the  request  that  he 
would  select  $150  worth  and  return  the  remainder.  They  were  forwarded  in  June. 
July  9th  Mr.  Talbot  wrote,  promising  to  pay  for  them  on  their  arrival.  On  learn- 
ing from  the  Auctioneers  that  they  had  not  been  paid  for  at  the  end  of  July,  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Talbot  and  continued  to  write  to  him  at  short  intervals,  but  re- 
ceived no  response  from  him  till  October  9th.  At  the  date  named  he  wrote,  re- 
quiring a statement  as  to  the  finding  place  of  each  object.  As  stated  in  the 
catalogue,  all  were  from  Michigan,  and  of  most  of  them,  found  many  years  ago  no 
particulars  were  recorded.  This  fact  I explained,  and  Mr.  Talbot  then  decided 
to  return  the  goods,  which  he  did  on  the  21st  of  November. 

"Some  time  in  December,  long  after  I had  paid  the  owner  for  them,  they  reached 
me,  placed  in  the  box  in  the  most  careless  manner,  with  no  adequate  protection 
from  injury,  and  with  a bill  for  transportation  added  to  their  cost.  After  I 
had  written  on  the  subject  some  five  or  more  letters,  Mr.  Talbot  wrote  me,  'I 
have  repeatedly  written  you,'  etc.  Mr.  Talbot  keeps  a clerk,  and  divides  his 
business  into  departments  which  he  letters  from  A to  X,  reminding  one  of  the 
water-tight  compartments  in  a Cunard  Steamer;  the  compartments  in  the  Cunarder 
it  is  understood  are  intended  to  prevent  the  craft  from  sinking  when  partially 
waterlogged.  Mr.  T.  requests  his  correspondents  to  address  their  letters,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  business,  to  the  different  letters.  As  no  one  of  the 
departments  is  mentioned  as  specially  devoted  to  the  payment  of  bills,  my  let- 
ters probably  failed  to  receive  attention  for  want  of  a special  department. 

"Now  that  the  transaction  is  fully  closed,  I can  best  illustrate  my  feelings  by 
telling  a story. 

"Once  upon  a time,  a colored  preacher  held  forth  to  a large  congregation,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  services  the  hat  was  passed  around  f or  a contribution.  It  came 
back  empty;  the  preacher  turned  it  bottom  upwards  over  the  desk,  to  show  that  it 
contained  nothing,  and  raising  his  eyes  heavenward,  reverently  exclaimed,  'I 
bress  de  Lord  dat  I got  my  hat  back  from  dis  congregation.' 

"This  story  reminds  me  of  another.  A stranger  called  at  a wayside  store  and  or- 
dered three  cents'  worth  of  crackers  and  herrings.  They  were  placed  before  him; 
he  said,  'I  have  changed  my  mind;  I wish  you  would  take  them  back  and  give  me 
three  cents'  worth  of  rum  instead.'  The  rum  disappeared  at  a gulp;  the  stranger 
about  to  depart,  was  asked  to  pay  for  the  rum;  he  replied,  'I  have  paid  for  it, 

I gave  you  the  crackers  and  herrings.'  'But,'  said  the  merchant,  'you  did  not 
pay  for  them.'  'True,'  said  the  stranger,  'but  I gave  them  back,  you  would  not 
have  me  pay  for  them  and  give  them  back  too,  would  you?'  whereupon  he  went  his 
way;  the  trader  scratched  his  head,  and  after  a moment's  thought  remarked  to  a 
by-stander,  'It  may  be  all  right,  but  I'll  be  - blanked  - if  I want  any  more 
such  custom.'  These  stories  have  no  moral,  but  their  application  to  my  case  is 
obvious  . " 
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As  mentioned  earlier  in  this  issue,  I attended  the  membership  meeting  of  the  1891 
Club  during  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore.  The  Club  was  formed  about  a year 
ago  in  an  effort  to  raise  funds  for  the  100th  anniversary  celebration  to  be  held 
in  1991.  The  ANA  Convention  that  year  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  and  plans  are 
already  underway  to  memorialize  the  anniversary  with  numerous  activities  and  the 
publication  of  a centennial  history  reference. 

At  the  Baltimore  meeting  it  was  announced  that  there  are  presently  only  about  300 
members  of  the  Club.  With  total  ANA  membership  currently  above  the  30,000  level, 
less  than  one  percent  of  the  overall  fraternity  is  presently  active  in  helping  to 
plan  the  festivities.  At  a membership  cost  of  $91.00  (which,  incidentally,  can 
be  paid  through  installments),  the  amount  of  money  so  far  taken  in  amounts  to  just 
over  $27,000.00.  Now,  $27,000.00  seems  like  a tidy  sum,  but  if  you  have  ever  been 
involved  with  publishing  a book,  you  will  realize  that  such  an  amount  really  does 
not  go  very  far.  The  simple  fact  is  that  the  1891  Club  needs  your  help. 

As  a dedicated  life  member  of  the  ANA,  I strongly  support  the  efforts  of  the  1891 
Club  in  this  matter.  Although  I have  frequently  been  outspoken  in  some  of  my 
criticism  of  ANA  practices  - most  notably,  the  ANACS  operation  - I still  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  coin  collecting  fraternity  needs  the  Association.  Despite 
overall  membership  declining  in  the  past  few  years,  I feel  that  numismatics,  as 
a hobby,  is  stronger  than  it  has  ever  been.  As  a president  and/or  officer  of 
numerous  local  and  nation-wide  numismatic  organizations  during  the  past  few  years, 
I have  seen  a steady  growth  in  coin  collecting.  Special  interest  organizations 
such  as  Early  American  Coppers,  TAMS,  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  and  other 
groups  have  experienced  continued  membership  increases.  I cannot  explain  the 
decline  in  ANA  memberships  (maybe  it  is  due  to  a number  of  underlying  reasons) 
recently,  but. I feel  that  with  the  proper  administration  and  effort,  the  trend  can 
be  reversed.  I do  not  wish  to  enter  into  a discussion  at  this  point  on  my  ideas 
regarding  ways  to  increase  memberships;  that  is  an  area  to  be  determined  by  the 
Association  leadership,  and  my  comments  will  be  forwarded  to  that  body  in  due 
course . 

The  essential  bottom  line  of  this  commentary  is  that  coin  collectors  need  a strong 
and  vibrant  national  organization.  We  need  access  to  the  educational  tools  that 
this  Association  can  offer.  The  library.  The  Numi smat i st , the  summer  seminars  - 
these  are  all  excellent  implements  which  become  available  to  members  of  the  ANA. 
So,  if  you  are  not  presently  a member,  now  is  the  time  to  act.  If  you  are  un- 
happy with  certain  aspects  of  the  organization,  speak  up  and  seek  change.  And, 
once  you  have  become  a member,  get  involved.  Work  to  make  the  Association  even 
better . 

One  hundred  years  is  a long  time  - longer  than  most  of  us  will  live  - and  any 
organization  that  can  survive  for  a century  must  be  doing  something  right.  If 
you  are  already  an  ANA  member,  I urge  you  to  also  join  the  I89I  Club.  If  you  are 
not  an  ANA  member,  become  one  - and  join  the  I891  Club.  Let’s  throw  ourselves  a 
birthday  party  which  will  not  be  soon  forgotten.  Collectors  seeking  membership 
applications  for  either  the  ANA  or  the  I891  Club  can  contact  me  and  I will  send 
them  along,  or  they  may  be  obtained  from  ANA  Headquarters  at  P.  0.  Box  2366, 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80901-2366.  Try  it,  you’ll  like  it! 

Overheard  from  a numismatic  bibliophile  in  Baltimore:  ”How  can  you  tell  if  a 
coin  dealer  is  lying  to  you?”  Answer:  "You  can  see  his  lips  moving!”  Well... 
sometimes . . . 

However,  it  does  say  something  for  the  way  many  professional  numismatists  are  • 
perceived  by  many  collectors.  A shame. 
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A lltt/le  over  three  years  ago,  Jim  Lyons,  editor  of  a well-written  investment 
newsletter  titled  Coinwatch , conducted  an  interview  with  me  relative  to  the 
col lecting/ investment  area  of  numismatic  literature.  In  reorganizing  my  book 
shelves  recently,  I came  across  a copy  of  the  interview,  and  thought  that  it 
might  make  interesting  reading.  I had  to  chuckle  at  a few  comments  I made  at 
the  time,  as  I considered  what  has  taken  place  in  the  marketplace  since  the 
time  of  the  interview. 

COINWATCH  - Cal,  what  is  there  about  the  numismatic  literature  field  that  ex- 
cited you  to  the  point  where  you  wanted  to  devote  your  whole  career  to  it? 

WILSON  - It’s  hard  to  pick  any  one  thing.  Dealing  with  the  bibliophile  reminds 
me  so  much  of  the  way  people  used  to  deal  in  coins.  It’s  a sense  of  being  car- 
ried back  in  time.  During  the  last  coin  boom  of  1978-80,  the  coin  market  got 
to  be  so  investor  oriented  that  people  would  approach  me  at  shows  and  all  they 
would  ask  is  what  gem  coins  I had,  and  how  much.  The  numismatic  book  collector, 
on  the  other  hand,  truly  has  an  interest  in  his  field.  You  can  really  have  some 
stimulating  conversations.  You  share  your  knowledge  so  much  more  than  the  aver- 
age coin  collector  or  investor  does  today.  The  bibliophile  is  truly  interested 
in  the  history  and  romanticism  that  goes  along  with  the  book.  This  isn't  to  say 
there  aren't  people  who  collect  books  solely  as  an  investment,  because  there  are. 
But  you  tend  to  find  more  people  who  collect  numismatic  books  purely  for  the  love 
of  the  book  itself. 

It's  also  exciting  to  pick  up  a book  that  was  written  in  the  mid-19th  century 
and  that  was  possibly  one  of  only  20,  30  or  40  copies  printed  back  in  the  early 
days  of  numismatics.  In  those  days  fifty  copies  was  often  a large  press  run  for 
a numismatic  book,  so  they  are  legitimately  scarce.  In  many  cases  they  are  still 
the  standard  reference  in  their  field  today.  A good  example  is  S.  S.  Crosby's 
"Early  Coins  of  America,"  written  in  1875.  It  remains  the  best  book  on  the  sub- 
ject and  has  been  reprinted  several  times. 

COINWATCH  - What  time  period  of  numismatics  would  you  say  the  current  numismatic 
literature  market  is  comparable  to? 

WILSON  - I think  it  might  be  comparable  to  the  period  from  about  1879,  when  the 
Chapman  Brothers  came  on  the  scene,  up  until  around  the  1920's,  a forty  year  per- 
iod of  time.  There  are  certain  similarities. 

Now  during  the  past  couple  of  years  the  numismatic  literature  market  grew  at  a 
pretty  rapid  rate,  and  some  people  got  involved  in  the  numismatic  book  field  pure- 
ly as  an  investment.  But,  I like  to  think  that  75%  of  my  customers  are  in  it  out 

of  love  for  the  books  and  the  information. 

COINWATCH  - Would  you  say  the  average  collector  is  more  closely  related  to  the 

rare  coin  world  or  the  rare  book  world? 

WILSON  - I think  without  question  the  average  numismatic  literature  collector  is 
solely  tied  to  numismatics.  This  is  not  to  say  that  there  are  not  genuine  book 
collectors  who  will  not  buy  a scarce  numismatic  book.  But  the  real  love  of  a 
numismatic  literature  collector  has  to  have  been  born  out  of  a love  for  numis- 
matics itself.  I don't  know  of  any  numismatic  book  collector  who  didn't  start 
out  as  a coin  collector. 

COINWATCH  - What  type  of  book  is  most  avidly  sought? 

WILSON  - It’s  really  a mixed  bag.  It  just  depends  upon  who  the  individual  is. 

It  runs  in  cycles  somewhat  similar  to  the  way  the  coin  market  does.  You  know  - 
commemorat 1 ves  will  get  hot,  dollars  will  get  hot,  type  will  get  hot,  and  so  on. 
What  I see  is  the  standard  reference  being  the  most  popular  item  in  the  market 
right  now.  A year  ago  it  was  the  classic  auction  catalogues.  It's  really  hard 
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to  say  which  is  the  most  sought  after  type  of  item.  It’s  very  cyclical. 

COINWATCH  - What’s  more  popular  overall  in  the  major  catagories:  numismatic 
reference  books,  auction  catalogues,  price  lists,  periodicals,  etc.? 

WILSON  - Like  I said,  it’s  truly  a mixed  bag.  I don't  think  that  over  a five 
year  period  one  of  the  items  has  been  more  popular  than  another.  Things  that 
have  done  well  are  the  mid  to  late  19th  century  first  edition  references,  the 
early  auction  catalogues  with  plates,  and  such  periodicals  as  "The  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics”  and  the  first  series  of  "The  Coin  Collector's  Journal" 
published  by  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.  Those  are  items  that  have  had  a pretty 
good  track  record. 

COINWATCH  - So  mainly  the  works  most  in  demand  are  the  key  reference  books  from 
the  last  century,  the  ones  that  were  milestones  in  their  time  and  many  of  them 
are  still  the  best  reference  in  existence  today,  such  as  Crosby. 

WILSON  - Absolutely. 

COINWATCH  - And  also  popular  are  the  items  that  are  great  for  finding  out  what 
numismatics  was  like  a century  ago,  such  as  the  AJN,  Mason's  price  lists,  etc. 

WILSON  - Right. 

COINWATCH  - All  in  all,  how  important  is  provenance  to  the  numismatic  literature 
collector? 

WILSON  - To  some  collectors,  and  I think  they  are  in  the  minority,  provenance  is 
the  most  important  thing.  Some  people  like  to  have  a book  with  a pedigree,  but 
the  majority  of  collectors  don't  really  care.  To  most  people  who  collect  the 
early  scarce  first  editions,  provenance  isn't  important.  But  I'm  also  aware  of 
perhaps  a half  dozen  people  around  the  country  who  almost  demand  a provenance. 

COINWATCH  - Is  there  any  estimate  of  how  many  book  collectors  there  are? 

WILSON  - It  depends  on  how  you  want  to  define  a numismatic  book  collector.  I 
would  guess  that  the  true,  hard  core  numismatic  bibliophiles  in  the  United  States 
number  probably  less  than  200.  And  that  may  be  optimistic. 

Then,  there  are  a lot  of  people  who  collect  books  in  conjunction  with  their 
coins.  The  coins  are  their  primary  interest,  but  at  the  same  time  they  want  the 
scarce  references.  But  this  person  is  not  the  hard  core  bibliophile. 

I think  most  of  the  serious  coin  collectors  who  want  to  build  a reference  li- 
brary would  be  very  satisfied  with  a reprint.  They  basically  want  the  information. 

One  of  the  saddest  aspects  of  numismatics  today  is  that  so  few  people  will  try 
to  build  a reference  library. 

COINWATCH  - Is  there  much  interest  in  numismatic  books  from  or  about  other  coun- 
tries? What  are  the  most  popular? 

WILSON  - Being  a dealer  living  in  the  United  States,  I find  that  the  majority  of 
my  customers  are  interested  in  U.  S.  numismatics.  At  the  same  time,  I do  have 
some  very  serious  collectors  of  both  foreign  coins  and  books.  I think  there  is 
potentially  a very  good  market  for  this  material  out  there. 

One  of  the  problems  is  that  living  in  the  United  States,  the  coin  books  in 
foreign  languages  don't  really  come  to  us  that  often.  I can  show  you  page  after 
page  after  page  of  want  lists  which  contain  nothing  but  foreign  language  books, 
but  it’s  a matter  of  finding  them. 

I would  love  to  have  a sale  and  include  nothing  but  foreign  and  ancient  mater- 
ial. With  the  correspondence  I get,  I tend  to  think  such  a sale  would  do  well.* 
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With  regard  to  world  numismatics,  the  whole  British  Commonwealth  - but  specif- 
ically Great  Britain  - is  probably  second  only  to  the  United  States  as  being  col- 
lectible and  being  wanted.  That  is  followed  very  closely  by  Germanic  works.  I 
find  better  than  average  interest  in  Mexican  and  Latin  American  as  well. 

COINWATCH  - Are  there  very  many  investors  in  numismatic  books? 

WILSON  - Like  any  hobby,  these  books  are  collectible,  and  you're  going  to  have  a 
certain  number  of  people  in  it  solely  as  an  investment.  In  the  last  five  years  - 
up  until  about  a year  ago  - it  proved  to  be  a very  good  investment.  The  numis- 
matic book  market  wasn't  setting  the  world  on  fire  like  the  coin  market  was,  but 
I saw  plated  Chapman  catalogues  go  from  the  $200-300  range  to  the  $5,000-9,000 
range.  I felt  this  was  totally  absurd,  but  at  the  same  time  I thought  it  was 
totally  absurd  to  see  some  of  the  prices  to  come  out  of  the  Garrett  sales. 

COINWATCH  - Have  the  Chapman  catalogues  dropped  back  in  price  since  then? 

WILSON  - Everything  has  dropped  back.  The  numismatic  literature  market  has  fol- 
lowed the  coin  market  right  along.  I think  that's  only  natural. 

COINWATCH  - How  is  the  Red  Book  market? 

WILSON  - The  bottom  has  really  fallen  out  of  the  Red  Book  market.  They  probably 
have  taken  the  worst  beating  of  any  area  in  the  numismatic  literature  market. 

It's  happened  through  a combination  of  several  things.  For  a three  to  four  year 
period  we  had  a few  people  who  were  advertising  in  "Coin  World"  and  dealing  in 
nothing  but  Red  Books.  They  got  into  a bit  of  a bidding  and  selling  war  and  the 
prices  just  went  out  of  sight.  In  about  a six  month  period  a first  edition  Red 
Book  went  from  about  $150  retail  up  to  the  $600  level.  The  buying  prices  went 
up  accordingly.  When  the  market  quieted  down  a couple  of  these  fellows  got  out 
of  the  Red  Book  field,  and  another  gentlemen  passed  away.  Right  now  there  are 
only  a couple  of  people  who  are  devoting  their  full  efforts  to  Red  Books.  With 
the  market  being  down  and  the  competition  pretty  much  going  away,  prices  have 
come  down  to  where  they  probably  should  have  been  all  along.  Two  years  ago,  I 
sold  first  editions  in  very  fine  condition  for  as  much  as  $600.  Today  I'd  prob- 
ably sell  the  same  book  for  $200  or  even  less. 

COINWATCH  - So  mainly  they  were  bucked  up  artificially  because  of  the  competition 
among  dealers. 

WILSON  - Right. 

COINWATCH  - Do  you  think  the  Red  Book  has  dropped  in  price  as  much  as  it's  going 
to? 

WILSON  - I don’t  think  they  will  be  allowed  to  go  much  lower.  You  don't  manipu- 
late the  book  market  like  the  coin  market  is  manipulated.  But,  there  are  just  a 
few  people  dealing  in  Red  Books,  and  not  that  many  people  collecting  them.  I 
think  the  Red  Books  are  going  to  hold  their  current  level  right  now,  but  I don’t 
see  them  going  up  during  the  near  term  - that  is  - within  three  to  ten  years.  I 
don’t  think  in  ten  years  you  will  see  a $600  Red  Book.  They're  just  not  that 
scarce.  I would  not  advise  anyone  to  buy  a Red  Book  right  now  as  an  investment. 

COINWATCH  - Aren’t  there  a couple  of  editions  which  are  scarcer  than  the  first? 

WILSON  - The  third  and  fifth  editions  have  the  reputation  for  being  the  two 
toughest.  I’ll  see  ten  first  editions  for  every  third  or  fifth  I get.  If  I had 
to  rate  them,  I’d  list  them  in  this  order,  by  edition;  third,  fifth,  first, 
second  and  fourth.  They're  relatively  common  after  that. 


COINWATCH  - As  opposed  to  the  general  reference  books,  how  much  interest  is  there 
in  old  auction  catalogues,  price  lists  and  periodicals? 

WILSON  - In  the  numismatic  literature  field  you  have  what  I consider  three  fac- 
tions: the  people  who  want  the  references,  people  who  want  the  catalogues  and 
people  who  want  the  periodicals.  Probably  the  periodicals  are  the  least  collected. 
Perhaps  20%  of  the  serious  bibliophiles  collect  periodicals.  I think  the  remain- 
ing 80%  is  pretty  evenly  split  into  40%  catalogues  and  price  lists  and  40%  refer- 
ence books. 

COINWATCH  - How  many  people  would  like  to  build  a complete  set  of  "The  Numismatist?" 

WILSON  - A goodly  number.  I would  guess  that  most  of  the  serious  United  States 
bibliophiles  would  like  to  have  a complete  set.  I don’t  know  anyone  who  wouldn’t. 
The  cost,  unfortunately,  will  prevent  many  people  from  ever  attaining  a set. 

To  be  quite  frank,  if  you  had  25  people  who  wanted  a complete  set  of  "The  Nu- 
mismatist," there’s  no  way  they  could  all  have  a set  because  I don’t  believe  there 
are  25  copies  of  volumes  one  through  six  available.  Fortunately,  these  volumes 
have  been  reprinted . 

I offered  a complete  set  in  my  first  sale,  lacking  one  year,  and  with  volumes 
one  through  six  in  reprint  form,  and  I had  tremendously  strong  bidding  on  it.  I 
probably  had  more  bids  on  that  lot  than  on  any  other  lot  in  the  sale. 

COINWATCH  - What  would  you  say  the  future  holds  for  numismatic  literature? 

WILSON  - I think  the  future  will  parallel  the  coin  market.  As  the  coin  market 
goes,  so  goes  the  numismatic  literature  field.  We  won’t  see  the  prices  for  lit- 
erature that  you  will  see  for  coins,  but  I think  the  literature  market  will  move 
along  in  some  orderly  fashion  tied  to  the  activity  in  the  coin  market. 

COINWATCH  - So  you  don’t  see  the  coin  market  leveling  off  and  the  numismatic  book 
market  just  exploding. 

WILSON  - I don’t  believe  so. 

COINWATCH  - For  the  investor  in  numismatic  literature,  what  pitfalls  are  there? 

WILSON  - It’s  the  same  pitfall  you  have  in  coins,  and  that’s  the  fact  that  the 
investor  doesn’t  want  to  take  the  time  to  obtain  the  knowledge.  I believe  it  was 
Wayte  Raymond  who  once  said,  "To  be  successful,  know  more  than  the  man  you  are 
doing  business  with."  If  the  investor  doesn’t  know  his  books,  he  should  know  his 
dealer.  He  should  check  around  to  be  sure  the  dealer  is  honest,  reliable  and 
knowledgeable . 

COINWATCH  - Cal,  off  the  top  of  your  head,  which  books  would  you  recommend  for 
the  numismatic  literature  investor? 

WILSON  - What  I’ll  do  is  give  you  some  titles  and  where  I think  they  would  be 
safe  investments  today.  I won’t  speculate  on  where  I think  they  are  going,  but 
where  I think  they  would  be  a good  buy. 

First  on  my  list  would  be  Crosby’s  "Early  Coins  of  America,"  both  the  1875 
and  1878  editions.  If  a nice  copy  can  be  bought  for  between  $300  and  $600,  I 
think  that  is  safe. 

A complete  set  of  "The  Numismatist."  A totally  complete  set  with  the  first 
six  volumes  the  original  issues  would  be  a tremendous  buy  at  between  $5,000  and 
$6,000.  I’ve  got  a buyer  for  a nice  set  at  up  to  $10,000,  so  an  investor  could 
make  an  immediate  profit  if  he  can  locate  a set.  If  a set  can  be  located  which 
doesn’t  have  the  first  six  volumes,  figure  $3,000-3,500  in  nice  condition. 

The  original  Bushnell  work  on  tradesmen’s  tokens.  If  you  can  find  a nice  copy 
for  $150,  I think  the  book  is  tremendously  undervalued. 
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Any  plated  Chapman  catalogue  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  that  are  rela- 
tively common.  Specifically,  I would  recommend  the  Charles  I.  Bushnell  catalogue 
at  $2,000  to  $3,000,  the  Thomas  Cleneay  at  $500  to  $1,000,  and  the  John  Story 

Jenks  at  $2,000.  These  are  all  for  completely  original  catalogues  with  original 
plates  in  exceptional  condition. 

Almost  any  U.  S.  auction  catalogue  printed  before  1900  with  photographic  plates 
in  the  $200-300  range.  cs  f piaues 

COINWATCH  - How  can  a person  interested  in  numismatic  literature  learn  the  field? 

WILSON  - About  the  best  thing  he  can  do  is  to  obtain  old  catalogues  and  price 
lists  issued  by  Frank  Katen,  George  Kolbe,  myself  or  others,  and  go  through  them. 
They  will  give  him  a pretty  good  idea  of  what's  desirable  and  why,  whether  it's 

scarce  or  common,  and  what  the  price  level  is.  At  this  point  that's  about  all 
there  is  available. 


COINWATCH  - Thank  you  very  much,  Cal. 


WILSON  - Thank  you,  Jim. 


«««««««« 


Allow  me  to  editorialize  a bit  at  this  point.  If  you  hadn't  noticed  by  now,  this 
issue  of  the  newsletter  is  a bit  weak  on  content.  Recent  numbers  have  been  pub- 
lished as  much  as  two  months  behind  schedule;  and  the  last  issue  consisted  of 
only  eight  pages. 

When  I first  began  The  Repository  nearly  three  years  ago,  I stated  that  it  would 
serve  as  a medium  for  the  open  exchange  of  ideas,  comments  and  opinions,  and  was 
being  presented  in  an  effort  to  allow  numismatic  bibliophiles  to  have  a little 
fun  while  perhaps  from  time  to  time  even  offering  a bit  of  useful  information. 

'Early  on,  I received  occasional  articles  and  editorials  from  a number  of  readers 
covering  a variety  of  subjects.  However,  for  the  past  year  and  a half  or  so,  the 
contributions  have  dwindled  considerably,  resulting  in  a journal  that  is  filled 
with  nothing  more  than  the  thoughts  and  ideas  of  the  present  writer.  As  I stated 
in  Volume  I,  Number  1 (October,  1982),  I possess  few  literary  talents,  and  cer- 
tainly do  not  consider  myself  to  be  a scribe  of  more  than  mediocre  talents.  I 
need  your  input  if  The  Repository  is  to  survive  as  a useful,  informative  and  in- 
teresting periodical.  , 

* 

I know  that  many  of  my  readers  are  extremely  knowledgeable  on  a wide  range  of 
topics,  and  I invite  each  of  you  to  send  me  any  articles,  editorials  or  comments 
that  you  might  wish  to  share  with  the  fraternity.  If  you  have  questions  per- 
taining to  the  bibliophilic  end  of  the  hobby,  or  if  you  would  like  to  see  partic- 
ular subjects  discussed,  please  drop  me  a line,  and  I will  try  to  do  all  that  I 
can  to  comply. 

I want  to  see  this  journal  continue  as  a lively,  vibrant,  informative,  humorous 
and,  yes,  if  need  be,  controversial  organ  that  will  stimulate,  inform  and  enter- 
tain its  readership.  It  can  succeed  in  doing  this  with  your  help.  Please  do! 

On  a final  note,  I think  it's  about  time  that  The  Repository  had  a masthead.  As 
I am  even  a worse  artist  than  I am  a writer,  any  contributions  in  this  area  would 
be  greatly  appreciated.  I'll  do  something  nice  for  anyone  who  submits  a concept. 
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